HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
out from the fort  at three o'clock in the evening and defeated
the   forces of Saff Shikan Khan1-
The newcomers, namely, the army and the commander,
who were unprepared for this sudden attack, did not sustain
the fight even for a while, and were easily dispensed as in the
previous battle. Our Hazrat-i-A'la hastened with his brave
army for the help of the defeated Khan. But he did not find
any trace of him, and hence he returned. In the meanwhile,
the army of the night surrounded the whole world. The
French found their opportunity to attack the empty battlements
and devastated them. The wise Ilnzrat-i-A'la thought that
fighting in the darkness of the night was opposed to the rules
of nature and retired to the mayddn of Tirkahlr (Tirukoilur).
Next morning as soon as he saw the French arraying their army
for battle he hastened to attack them. The brave soldiers on both
sides exhibited their bravery violently and furiously. Seeing
the flashing of the swords and the consequent destruction of
the enemy by Hazrat-i-Alfi on that day, the ingenious in the
modes of warfare, the brave fighters in the field, found them-
selves helpless. They became powerless out of confusion and
stretched out their hands in prayer for victory and success.
Just then in the heat of battle, a cannon ball fell so near the
left leg of Hazrat-i-A'la that the horse on which he rode fell
down and his foot was also injured. Though his foot was
not blown away, yet the skin and the bone were scorched.
Even after the wound was healed and the passing of many days
pieces of bones could be felt by the touch of the hand. Y~et
Hazrat-i-Ala sits, moves about and walks as usual, nay, it is
difficult for the swiftpaced men to keep pace with his normal
walking for a distance of two or three kitrohs. In short, after
great endeavour, and excessive sword play the enemy was
(1) French victories over the forces of $aff Shikan TCh&n,—This refers to
the cannonade on the 31st of July near Tiruvafci directed by the French on
the enemy.
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